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Fellmo  Citizens  : — As  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  few 
years,  we  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  number  of  children  in  town  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  on  the  first  of  May,  1869,  as  reported  by  the  Assessors, 
was  one  hundred  and  forty-five  ;  a  decrease  of  thirty  from  the 
census  of  1868. 

The  amount  received  from  the  State  Fund  was  il28  97  ; 
from  the  Dog  Tax  $87  92  ;  these  with  the  appropriation  by  the 
town  of  $1,500,  gives  the  sum  of  $1,716  89,  available  for  the 
support  of  schools  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of 
different  teachers  employed  in  all  our  schools  during  the  year 
was  twelve.  Expense  of  teachers  for  summer  terms  $513  ; 
winter  terms  $675  ;  paid  for  wood  $94  08  ;  incidental  expenses, 
building  fires,  repairs,  etc.,  $26  33;  two  stoves,  $21  75 ; 
amount  expended  for  support  of  schools,  $1,330  16. 

Last  year  we  remarked  that  some  of  our  school-houses  were 
out  of  repair.  If  we  seek  evidence  of  thrift  and  prosperity  in 
any  community,  the  school-house  will  speak  for  the  people ;  if 
found  in  a  dilapidated  condition  we  naturally  conclude  that  the 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education  is  not  what  it  should  be.  Is 
it  not  economy  to  keep  these  houses  in  good  repair  ^  already 
the  expense  of  setting  lights  is  considerable ;  if  the  putty  is 
nearly  all  off,  a  strong  wind  or  a  slight  pressure  by  some  little 
child  will  cause  the  glass  to  drop  out ;  such  is  the  condition  of 
at  least  two  of  our  houses.  We  notice  that  those  houses  which 
are  the  best,  most  convenient  and  tasteful,  are  the  least  abused 
and  injured ;  an  old  inconvenient  house  invites  scholars  to  acts 
of  vandalism.  This  is  no  excuse  for  those  who  through  care¬ 
lessness  or  wantonness  injure  our  school-houses ;  but  we  well 


know  that  the  surroundings  have  much  to  do  in  the  training  of 
scholars  in  the  neat  and  orderly  habits  of  true  men  and  women. 

We  recommend  that  one  house  he  thoroughly  repaired  each 
year,  and  be  so  repaired  where  they  stand  unless  some  satisfac¬ 
tory  change  can  imniediately  be  made  ;  thus  the  burden  may  be 
made  light.  We  have  made  no  change  in  school  books  during 
the  past  year,  and  do  not  propose  any  unless  we  can  find  a 
better  grammar,  which  we  see  no  prospect  of  at  present. 

We  expect  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  some  form  of 
prayer,  the  Lord’s  prayer  or  some  other,  will  be  heard  daily  in 
our  schools.  In  regard  to  cases  of  discipline  where  the  inflic¬ 
tion  of  punishment  is  necessary  there  can  be  no  rule  given, 
teachers  must  be  governed  by  circumstances ;  order  must  be 
maintained  or  the  school  will  be  wmrth  but  little.  It  is  best  to 
avoid  coming  in  collision  wdtli  any  scholar ;  if  it  seems  neces¬ 
sary  to  inflict  punishment,  a  private  talk,  and  private  infliction, 
in  many  cases  will  be  most  salutary  ;  we  believe  there  has 
been  but  little  call  for  such  treatment  among  us  of  late,  and 
there  would  be  less,  w^ere  it  not  for  the  feeling  among  some 
scholars  that  father  does  not  approve  of  my  being  punished, 
and  the  teacher  will  have  trouble  if  he  dares  to  do  it. 

We  sometimes  hear  complaint  that  “our  school  has  not 
been  good,”  the  cause  is  generally  laid  at  tlie  teacher’s  door, 
wdien  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  belongs  at  home ;  scholars  not 
brought  up  to  ready  obedience  at  home  are  not  apt  to  acquiesce 
willingly  to  the  wishes  of  the  teacher.  Parents  are  hardly 
aware  how  much  home  influence  is  daily  read  out  in  the  lives  of 
their  children ;  a  wilful,  unruly  child  at  home,  is  the  same  at 
school.  *The  moral  influences  which  surround  our  children 
should  be  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  every  parent.  These 
influences  may  often  shape  their  future  destiny,  and  can  w^e  be 
too  careful  ? 

Persistency  in  the  use  of  profane  language  ought  to  be,  and 
is,  suflicient  reason  for  expulsion. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  copy  the  following  law  from 
the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth : 

“  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  instructors  of  youth  to  exert 
their  best  endeavor  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  children  com- 
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mittcd  to  tlieir  care  and  instruction,  tlie  principles  of  piety, 
justice,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  truth,  love  to.  their  country, 
liumanity  and  universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry  and 
frugality,  chastity,  moderation,  temperance  and  those  other 
virtues,  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society,  and  the  basis 
on  which  a  republican  government  is  founded.” 

Moral  training  is  an  important  part  of  education. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  your  committee  to  be  able  to  say  that  our 
schools,  generally,  have  been  highly  successful.  The  weather 
has  been  favorable.  Whole  number  of  scholars  in  town  '212, 
average  in  all  our  schools  189.  The  number  over  fifteen  was 
thirty-nine,  quite  a  good  number,  but  we  should  be  glad  to  see 
more. 

We  VA  ould  especially  commend  the  scholars  of  this  town,  for 
the  readiness  with  which  they  have  been  present  at  the  close  of 
school,  not  a  single  scholar  has  willingly  absented  himself  from 
the  public  examination,  to  our  knowledge,  in  this  town  during 
the  year. 

We  believe  that  if  scholars  would  use  numbers  one,  two,  and 
three  of  the  series  of  writing  books  in  use  witii  us,  until  they 
are  considerably  advanced,  and  then  pass  over  to  number  six,  it 
would  be  an  improvement. 

Many  scholars  are  crowding  into  the  first  class  reader  before 
they  have  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  first  principles,  and 
thereby  retard  their  progress.  If  we  would  read  with  pleasure 
and  profit,  we  must  undoi’stand  the  subject  and  aim  of  tiie 
author,  and  make  his  sentiments  our  own  for  the  time. 

We  call  attention  to  the  law  requiring  children  to  be 
vaccinated  before  attending  public  school ;  the  importance  of 
such  protection  must  be  evident  to  all. 

We  now  proceed  to  particularize  and  give  some  items  in 
regard  to  each  school. 

East  Hill  School. 

Summer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  11.  Averao-e 
attendance  10.  Wages  of  teacher  per. month,  $16  00. 

Tauglit  by  Miss  Mary  Quimby  of  Rutland,  with  considerable 
ability  and  success.  But  the  closing  examination  did  not  show 
that  thoroughness  we  would  like  to  have  seen.  Neither  absent 
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nor  tardy — Inez  A.  Lovell,  Eliza  J.  Parmenter,  Mary  B.  Par- 
menter,  Ellen  H.  Hapgood. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  21.  Average 
attendance  18.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $26  66 1.  Whole 
expense  for  the  year  $137  75. 

This  school  was  under  the  charge  of  one  of  our  own  number. 
This  does  not  render  it  improper  to  speak  of  the  scholars  in 
this  or  any  other  school  similarly  situated.  We  think  the  older 
scholars  did  exceedingly  well ;  if  many  of  the  school  had  raised 
their  voices  the  examination  would  have  been  more  interesting. 
Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Flora  M.  Crawford,  Amanda  A. 
Dean. 

South  School. 

Summer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  21.  Average 
attendance  20.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $24  00. 

This  school  was  taught  very  successfully  by  Miss  Jane  E. 
Shedd.  Miss  Shedd  ranks  among  our  best  teachers.  Neither 
absent  nor  tardy — Frances  E.  Hallo  well,  Julia  Tobin,  Mattie  L. 
Boyd,  Jessie  Morgan,  Lucy  E.  Morgan,  Emma  T.  Adams,  Etta 
L.  Weld,  Idelle  A.  Woodis,  Addie  E.  Dean,  Anna  V.  Simmons, 
Emma  P.  Simmons,  Abbie  L.  Collier,  Ernest  W.  Collier,  Elmer 
A.  Collier,  Herbert  E.  Bush,  Willie  O.  Condon. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  27.  Average 
attendance  23.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $33  33 J.  Whole 
expense  for  the  year  $206  98. 

Taught  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  Crawford.  Mr.  Crawford  entered 
upon  his  work  with  interest,  and  discharged  his  duties  faithfully. 
The  same  scholars  who  have  weakened  the  teacher’s  influence 
heretofore  by  unruly  conduct,  were  again  obliged  to  leave  tlie 
school.  After  which  the  school  progressed  harmoniously  and 
satisfactory  progress  was  made.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy — 
Amanda  A.  Dean,  Julia  Tobin,  Frances  E.  Hallowell,  Emma  T. 
Adams,  Willie  0.  Condon,  Elmer  A.  Collier,  Ernest  A.  Collier, 
Alston  V.  Collier. 

West  Center  School. 

Summer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  26.  Average 
attendance  22.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $26  00. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Alice  Maynard,  Jessie  Fairbank, 
Maria  Butler,  Freddie  Spear,  George  Butler. 
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Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  41.  Average 
attendance  34.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $34  00. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Ida  Boyden,  Orzina  Lovell,  Alice 
Maynard,  Jessie  Fairbank,  Maria  Butler,  Bessie  Haskell,  Calvin 
Maeomber,  Jonas  Shedd,  Samuel  Dean,  Chas.  Thompson,  Eddie 
Holden,  Henry  Butler,  Freddie  Spear,  Oscar  Bates,  George 
Butler,  Sylvester  Haskell. 

Whole  expense  for  the  year  $199  59.  Miss  Sarah  Stowe  of 
Hubbardston,  had  charge  of  this  school,  both  summer  and 
winter.  By  long  experience  Miss  Stowe  had  become  eminently 
fitted  for  the  position  she  occupied.  Writing  was  unusually 
good.  At  the  closing  examination  of  the  winter  term,  the 
exercises  were  made  interesting  by  the  reading  of  compositions 
by  the  scholars.  The  large  number  of  par'ents  and  friends 
present,  gave  evidence  of  entire  satisfaction,  with  the  progress 
of  their  children. 

West  School. 

# 

Smnmer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  20.  Average 
attendance  15.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $18  00. 

Miss  Violante  Gates  had  charge  of  this  school.  Although 
tlie  beginning  of  her  labors  in  this  capacity,  the  closing  examin. 
ation,  gave  evidence  of  good  improvement  in  the  scholars  and 
faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Record  of  attendance 
not  good. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  27.  Average 
attendance  25.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $28  00.  Whole 
expense  for  the  year  $155  02. 

Was  taught  by  Miss  Addie  Johnston  of  Hardwick,  quite  a 
pleasant  school.  Recitations  in  intellectual  arithmetic  un¬ 
usually  good.  Grammar  poor.  We  believe  the  parents  were 
generally  pleased  with  the  school. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Annie  Callahan,  and  Geo.  Bates. 

North  School. 

Summer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  19.  Average 
attendance  16.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $20  00. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Almira  L.  Fuller.  The  quiet 
and  orderly  deportment  of  the  scholars  merits  coiiimendation. 
We  think  the  teacher  labored  hard  for  the  welfare  of  those 
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under  her  care,  and  the  closing  examination  was  highly  satis¬ 
factory.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Mary  A.  Adams,  Mary  M, 
Bullard,  Willie  A.  Keep,  Fred.  A.  Keep. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  27.  Average 
attendance  25.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  f32  00.  Whole 
expense  for  the  year  'S167  79. 

Taught  by  Mr.  Leonard  P.  Lovell.  All  things  seem  to  com¬ 
bine  to  make  this  a  pleasant  and  profitable  school. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — George  Adams,  Henry  I).  Bullard, 
Fred.  Mathews,  Rosa  Bullard,  Emma  Barr,  Lillie  Mathews. 

CoLDBROOK  School. 

Summer  Term — Wliole  number  of  scholars  22.  Average 
attendance  18.  ^Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $33  00. 

Miss  Helen  E.  Dean  of  Rutland,  taught  this  school.  The 
only  cause  of  dissatisfaction  we  know  of  here  was  inability  to 
secure  the  services  of  Miss  Dean  for  the  winter  term ;  her  well 
earned  reputation  was  not  tarnished  here.  Those  present^at 
tlie  closing  exercises  expressed  themselves  highly  gratified  l)y 
the  evidence  of  progress  winch  they  saw. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Nellie  E.  Coleman,  Maida  A. 
Parker,  Orrie  R.  Billings,  Augustus  L.  Billings. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  27.  Average 
attendance  24.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $41  00.  Wdiole 
expense  for  the  year  $237  75. 

Taught  by  Mr.  Seymour  A.  Wheelock  of  Barre,  who  labored 
with  praiseworthy  dilligence  for  the  progress  of  his  pupils. 
Although  some  of  the  scholars  failed  to  speak  with  that'  plain¬ 
ness  and  distinctness  we  would  like,  the  closing  examination 
witnessed  thoroughness  and  a  good  improvement  in  the  various 
branches  taught  in  our  schools. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Orrie  R.  Billings,  six  years  old, 
stands  alone. 

East  Center  School. 

Summer  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  44.  Average 
attendance  38.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $30  00. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Mattie  A.  Crawford,  Emma  E. 
Crawford,  jillie  M.  Gleason,  Mary  E.  Gleason,  Lizzie  M. 
Gleason,  Carrie  M.  Lincoln,  Jennie  E.  Lincoln,  Ida  H.  Lovell, 
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Jennie  M.  Mandell,  Lizzie  A.  Morse,  Hattie  A.  Morse,  Florence 
I.  Sargeant,  George  W.  Brown,  Henry  E.  Dean,  Oliver  M. 
Dean,  Alfred  C.  Morse,  Timothy  McCarty. 

Winter  Term — Whole  number  of  scholars  47.  Average 
attendance  45.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $32  00.  Y/hole 
expense  for  the  year  $224  26. 

Miss  Carrie  R.  Harrington,  teacher,  both  summer  and  winter. 
Wheneyer  yisited  by  your  Committee  these  schools  were  found 
to  be  in  admirable  working  condition.  Evidence  was  not 
wanting  at  the  closing  examination  to  proye  that  the  time  had 
been  profitably  occupied  by  all,  especially  4he  smaller  scholars. 
We  trust  that  Miss  Harrington  will  not  forsake  her  calling. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy — Alice  W.  Ayers,  Lizzie  J.  Bullard, 
Addie  M.  Dean,  Allie  M.  Fuller,  Allie  M.  Gleason,  Carrie  M. 
Lincoln,  Jennie  E.  Lincoln,  Jennie  M.  Mandell,  Lizzie  A.  Morse, 
Hattie  A.  Morse,  Turgus  L.  Adams,  Henry  E.  Dean,  Oliyer  M 
Dean,  Willie  Gleason,  Willie  Reed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  P.  LOVELL, 

H.  A.  CRAWFORD, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 

JOHN  WALKER. 

S.  0.  BUTLER. 


